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Justice Taylor visits the dreaming spires 
The summer of 2013 marked the 39th year for OU law’s Oxford Summer 
Program. for two weeks in July, Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice Steven 
w. Taylor (‘74) served as the distinguished jurist in residence, living and 
taking meals in historic Brasenose College with program participants while 
teaching The Bill of rights.
Taylor’s time at the University of Oxford in Oxford, england (referred to by 
19th-century poet Matthew Arnold as “that sweet city with her dreaming 
spires”), provided him an opportunity to connect with the next generation 
of lawyers and share his passion for the law. “every breakfast and every 
evening we all gathered for meals in the dining hall, which looks like a 
scene from a harry Potter movie,” said Taylor. “each meal i would sit with 
different students and get to know them and answer their questions – 
and hopefully cause them to love the law a little more.” 
Taylor relished his time spent engaging with students about the origins 
and values of the Bill of rights. “The classroom was my favorite place 
because we had such wonderful discussions. it was hard work keeping up 
with these very bright students, and i learned as much as i taught.”
for the students, it was a rare chance to interact closely with one of 
Oklahoma’s leading jurists. “from our chats at breakfast to his work in the 
classroom, getting to know Justice Taylor was one of the highlights of my 
trip to Oxford,” said second-year student Callie Marso. “his enthusiasm 
for the profession was evident in everything he did. he made himself 
accessible to us and i came away with what i felt was not only a new 
mentor, but a friend as well.” 
| By JONELLA FRANk |
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Justice Taylor is pictured with members of his class during a reception 
at Brasenose College.
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even students who were not in his 
class appreciated his contributions 
to the program. “he made a huge 
impact on the program, even for 
those of us who didn’t have him in 
class. he gave a great perspective 
about what it is like to be a judge 
and an attorney,” remarked 
second-year student nicole lynn. 
“he also gave me real-life advice. 
i told him what i wanted to do 
long term, and he gave me realistic steps – without the sugar 
coating – to obtain this goal. i couldn’t imagine the 2013 Oxford 
Summer Program without him.”
This was the third year for the Oxford Summer Program to 
have a visiting judge teach a course. Judge deanell Tacha,  
U.S. Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals, and Judge robin Cauthron, 
U.S. district Court for the western district of Oklahoma, have 
taught students in the program. in other years, Justice Stephen 
g. Breyer, Supreme Court of the United States, and Chief Justice 
Beverley Mclachlin, Supreme Court of Canada, have presented 
lectures and interacted with students while visiting the program 
for shorter periods of time.
 
“we feel very fortunate to have had such strong interest 
from judges to participate in the program,” said Professor 
Steve  gensler, program director. “we knew it would be a 
great experience for our students, and that they would get so 
much out of being able to really get to know and interact with 
these great judges. we’ve found that the judges have enjoyed 
themselves as much as the students, and that’s been very 
rewarding.”
Taylor described the impact of his time in the magical setting. 
“As i have told Professor gensler many times,” he said, “it was 
an incredible experience and i will never forget it.”
Looking ahead to the 2014 Oxford Summer Program
To commemorate the 40th anniversary of the partnership of the College of law and 
Oxford University, OU law alumni are invited to a attend a four-day celebration and 
partake of the Oxford experience. Alumni and their guests participating in the July 6-10 
tour will stay at the Old Bank hotel, located within easy walking distance of Brasenose 
College, home of the OU law Oxford Summer Program. 
included in the tour package is a daily english breakfast buffet at the hotel, a welcome 
reception and dinner, an Oxford river Thames boat tour, a “legal london” tour and 
lunch at Middle Temple hall, and Cle programming and credit. 
for additional information, go to www.soonersportstravel.com/oxford-tour.php
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faculty members for the 2014 Oxford Summer Program…
Program Director Steve Gensler is the welcome d. & w. 
deVier Pierson Professor of law. gensler joined the OU College 
of law faculty in 2000. from 2005 to 2011, he served as a 
member of the U.S. Judicial Conference Advisory Committee on 
the federal rules of Civil Procedure. he is the past chair of the 
AAlS Section on Civil Procedure and an elected member of the 
American law institute. gensler will teach Alternative dispute 
resolution.
Professor Lindsay G. Robertson is the Judge haskell A. 
holloman Professor of law and history. he received J.d. and 
Ph.d. (history) degrees from the University of Virginia and joined 
the OU law faculty in 1997. Author of the award-winning 
Conquest by Law (Oxford University Press 2005), robertson 
is an internationally recognized expert on indigenous peoples 
and the law and an elected member of the American law 
institute. robertson will teach english legal history.
One of the highlights for all participants in the 2013 Oxford Summer Program 
was a field trip by motor coach to “legal london.” Above, the entire group is 
shown at their stop at lincoln’s inn hall.
“ We’ve found that the judges have enjoyed 
themselves as much as the students, and that’s 
been very rewarding.”
– Professor Steve Gensler, program director
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Professor Robert G. Spector, glenn r. watson Chair and 
Centennial Professor of law emeritus, represented the United 
States at The hague Conference on Private international law 
experts Meeting on recognition and enforcement of Voluntary 
Cross-Border Agreement in international Child disputes. Only 21 
experts were chosen worldwide for the december 2013 meeting 
at The hague. Spector has represented the United States at 
various worldwide meetings at The hague Conference for more 
than 20 years. he will teach family law.
Dean Emeritus Andrew M. Coats (‘63) is the Arch B. & 
Joanne gilbert Professor of law at the University of Oklahoma 
College of law. from 1996 to 2010, he served as the dean. in 
recognition of his leadership, OU regents named the law school 
building, Andrew M. Coats hall, in his honor. Before joining the 
faculty as dean, Coats was a partner at Crowe & dunlevy after 
having served as the district attorney of Oklahoma County and 
as mayor of Oklahoma City. he also served as president of the 
Oklahoma Bar Association and as president of the American 
College of Trial lawyers. in 2005, Coats was inducted into the 
Oklahoma hall of fame. he will teach family law.
Dr. Jonathan Black-Branch is a professor of international and 
comparative law at the University of Bedfordshire. he has doctor 
of philosophy degrees from the University of Toronto and the 
University of Oxford. Black-Branch also is a barrister, lincoln’s 
inn, and serves as a magistrate in Oxfordshire. he teaches in 
the area of public international law and is particularly interested 
in comparative human rights, international humanitarian law, 
and international criminal law. Black-Branch will teach european 
Union law and The english legal System.| S L |
Judge DeGiusti to serve as 
distinguished jurist in residence 
Timothy D. DeGiusti (’88) is 
a U.S. district Judge for the 
western district of Oklahoma. 
he was appointed to the 
bench in 2007 by President 
george w. Bush. Before that, 
he was a prosecutor in the 
U.S. Army Judge Advocate 
general’s Corps and spent 16 years in private practice, 
most recently as a founding partner of the Oklahoma 
City law firm of holladay, Chilton & degiusti PllC. 
degiusti, who previously served as an adjunct 
professor at OU law teaching Military law and Trial 
Techniques, will teach issues in federal Trial Practice 
at Oxford.
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